
WEATHER.
Partly cloudy tonight ana Tuesday

gentle shifting winds.

Temperature past twenty-four hours:
High, 82, at 4 p.m.. yesterday; low, 61, at
8 a.m., today.
For full report see page 14.
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Delegates Representing Eighteen Re¬
publics Welcomed to Conference in

This Gty by President Wilson.
What is believed by statesmen to be an epoch-making event in

the history of the world was begun this morning at 10 o'clock in the
hall of the Americas, in the Pan-American Union building, when
Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States, surrounded by
members of his cabinet and other high government officials, includ¬

ing the federal reserve board and the federal trade commission, wel¬
comed to Washington the official delegates of eighteen other Ameri¬
can republics, who have gathered in the capital of the United States
to try to solve some of the problems brought to the American re¬

publics by the European war.

William Gibbs McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury of the United
States, presided, the idea of the conference, which will be known in

history as the Pan-Arperican Financial Conference, having been

inspired and carried to execution by him, according to a statement

made by Secretary Bryan.
President's Welcoming: Address.

President Wilson was the first speak¬
er on the program. He delivered an

epigrammatic address, short and to the

point, taking: 'or his keynote the state¬

ment, which was wildly applauded, that

the American republics "are not trying
to make use of each other, but are try¬
ing: to be of use to each other."
The President laid stress upon the

necessity of drawing: the American re¬

publics together, in view of the Euro¬
pean war, "In the bonds of commerce in¬
terest and mutual understanding:." He
said It is surprising that it should
have required a crisis in the world's
history to bring the Americas together,
and that it would be a very great dis¬
tinction if the American republics could
show the way to permanent peace. He

¦poke of the "Jealousy of excellence"
as being the only jealousy between the
Americas.
President Wilson declared that one

thing stands In the way to a closer In-
tsrcourse between the American na-

flsm the need of sblpi.and the for¬
eign delegates. It was tfoted. greatly ap¬
plauded him when he said if private
capital cannot remedy this situation,
the government must."

Response* by D-legateo.
President Wilson's address was re¬

sponded to. in turn, by the chairman of

each foreign delegation, and when Ar¬

gentina's spokesman, Samuel Hale

Pearson, delivered his address it was

noted that he came out positively with
a proposal for "Increased American

reciprocity In commerce and nuance,"
which Is interesting In connection with

reports that many of the South and
Central American nations now wish to

negotiate reciprocity treaties with the

government of the United States. Cuba
having already announc-ed that tl at
countrv wishes a more equitable reci¬
procity treaty than that country now

enjoys with the t'nited States.
The President's advocacy of the idea

of more ships between the T nited
States and South and Central American
countries was followed in speeches
this afternoon by cabinet officers. In¬
cluding Mr. McAdoo and Mr. P.edfleld,
who also dwell upon the necessity for
an adequate merchant marine.
Thus It was developed early In the

conference that two of the principal
subjects to be considered during the
sessions, which will last a week, are

to be the possibility of reptcroclty
treaties and a better merchant marine
between the Americas.

Greets Each Delegate Personally.
President Wilson remained on the

platform throughout the speaklns: and
as each foreign delegate came to the
stand the President and his advisers
srose to their feet and personally
greeted him.
Col. W. W. Harts. U. S. A., chief

White Honae aid and Mr. Tumulty,
secretary to the President, accompa¬
nied him.
Secretary Bryan followed the Presi¬

dent In speaking and was surrounded
by a number of the delegates.
When Mr. Bryan arose to speak he

was heartily greeted by the members
of the conference and he provoked a
storm of applause when he repeated the
doctrine of President Wilson's famous

PRESIDENT WILSON
WELCOME TO

President Wilson spoke a* follows:
"The part that falls to me this morn¬

ing is a very simple one, but a very de¬

lightful one. Tt is to bid you a very
hearty welcome indeed to this conference.
The welcome is the more hearty because
we are so convinced that a conference like
this will result in the things that we most

desire. I am sure that those who have
this conference in charge have already
made plain to you its purpose and its

spirit. Its purpose is to draw the Ameri¬
can republics together by bond* of com¬

mon interest and of mutual understand¬
ing, and we cmnprehend, I hope. Just
what the meaning of that is.

"There can be no sort of union of in¬
terest if there is a purpose of exploita¬
tion on the part of any person connected
..vith a great conference of this sort. We
are not, therefore, trying to make use of
ach other, but we are trying to be of

>ise ts one another.
"It Is very surprising to me. it is even

a source of mortification, that a confer¬
ence like this should have been so long
delayed, that it should never have oc¬
curred before, that it should have re¬

quired s crisis of the world to show the
Americans how truly they were neighbors
io one another. If there is any one happy
ireurastance, gentlemen, arising out of

rhe present distressing circumstances of
the world, it is that It has revealed us to
one another. it has shown us what it
means to be neighbors And I cannot help
harboring the hope, the very high hope,
that by this commerce of minds with one
another, as well as commerce in goods,
we may show the world in part the path
to peaoa
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First Official Information to
United States Forwarded
by Ambassador Page.

KINGDOM'S NEXT MOVE
AWAITED WITH INTEREST

President Wilson to Issne Proclama¬
tion of Neutrality.Swiss Repub¬

lic Probably Isolated.

The American government's first of¬
ficial information of Italy's declaration
of war on Austria arrived today in a

message from Ambassador Page, at
Rome. It was dispatched late yester¬
day afternoon, and said the Italian
foreign minister had informed the am¬
bassador that after midnight "Italy
would consider herself at war with
Austria."
Italy's first military move following

her declaration of war was awaited
with tense interest here today.
Italian Ambassador Gives Notice.
Count di Cellere, the Italian ambassa¬

dor. formally notified the State Depart¬
ment today on behalf of his govern¬
ment of a state of war between Italy
and Austria.
The ambassador expects to receive

soon a full statement of the reasons for
Italy's entrance into the war and pre¬
liminary instructions with reference to
contraband. He expressed the confi¬
dence that there would be no difficulties
between the United States and Italy
over commercial questions.
There is confidence in Italian quar¬

ters that if Rumania, as has been the
understanding for some time, follows
Italy's lead, she need not fear an at¬
tack by Bulgaria. Details of the pos¬
sible alignment of the Balkan states
are lacking, because it is understood
negotiations are constantly in progress
at Bucharest, Sofia and Athens relative
to the attitude of Rumania, Bulgaria
and Greece, and the situation, conse¬
quently, is likely to change from day
to day.

Drafting Neutrality Proclamation.
Announcement of Italy's action did

not come as a surprise to officials here,
where for weeks it had been apparent
that the negotiations between Italy
and Austria would end in a declaration
of war. Official notification from Am¬
bassador Page at Rome of Italy's ac¬
tion was awaited before the issuance
by President Wilson of a neutrality
proclamation. Finishing touches were
being put upon the document today.
Speculation is rife on the military

effect of the new operations on the
conflict as & whole, and the possible
attitude of Rumania, Bulgaria and
Greece.
The opening of hostilities between

Austria and Italy had so long been
forecast that American business in¬
terests had made preparations for the
severance of communications.
The United States government. In ac¬

cordance with requests received nearly
a month ago, will now take over the
custody of Italian diplomatic and con¬
sular interests in Austria, and Austrian
interests in Italy, arranging for the
care of prisoners and the safe conduct
of consuls and diplomatic officers and
the protection of embassy archives.
It is taken for granted in diplomatic

quarters here that as a result of the
declaration of war against Austria,
Germany and Turkey, as the allies of
that country, will announce a state c.f
war with Italy. Switzerland then will
look after German interests in Rome,
while the United States is expected to

| take charge of Italian interests in Ber¬
lin and Constantinople.

Attitude Toward Commerce.
One of the subjects on which informa¬

tion is awaited with much Interest is
the attitude of Italy toward the naval
operations of the allies, whether Italy
will subscribe to the order in council
making Impossible all commercial in¬
tercourse with Germany and Austria
through the Mediterranean, and wheth¬
er the same rigid rules as to contra¬
band will be enforced by the Italian
fleet as by the Anglo-French fleet.

Concern Over Switzerland's Plight.
The situation of Switzerland is likel**

to be a cause of much concern, for
should the same rules as to ultimate
destination of cargoes be put into ef¬
fect with respect to shipments con¬
signed for transshipment through
Italian ports as imposed by the allies,
the little republic isolated in the center
of Europe without sea outlet may suf¬
fer seriously. Already there has been
much difficulty in getting supplies to
Switzerland, and it is believed Switzer¬
land will press hard for arrangements
with the French and Italian govern¬
ments to obtain products, giving guar¬
antees against re-exportation.
The cutting off of commerce to Ger¬

many and Austria through the Medl-
terranean. It is thought in allied quar¬
ters here, will soon be seriously felt by
the central powers and may even com¬
pel a conclusion of peace earlier than
might otherwise have been the case.
The entrance of Rumania, shutting ofT
a wheat supply from southeastern Eu¬
rope, would be another important factor.
factor.

Greece May Aid Allies.
The Grecian ministry is understood

to be nearly ready to assist the allies,
though King Constantln personally is
said to be pledged to maintain nm-

trality. In view of the king's critical
illness, the belief has prevailed that
Rumania's entrance would be followed
by that of Greece, counterbalancing
any attack Bulgaria might attempt on
Rumania.
These Balkan countries, it is not be¬

lieved here, will definitely decide their
course of action until the situation at
the Dardanelles has developed further,
for they are believed to be deeply in¬
terested in whether Russia is to obtain
Constantinople.
Wliile the details of Italy's negotia¬

tions with Austria are not known here,
the general trend of the parleys and
the certainty that they would end in a
declaration of war has been apparent
to officials for many weeks. To only a
narrow circle of officials, however, has
it been known that a tentative agree¬
ment was made with the allies by Italy
whereby the latter country would enter
the war s«une time during the month of
May. This agreement is understood to
have been signed late in April.

F-4 Brought Nearer Surface.
HONOLULU. May 24..The submarine

K-4. which Bank In Honolulu harbor two
months ago with the loes of twenty-one
llvee. has been rained to within 108 feet
of the surface, divers reported today.
They viewed the submarine through a

glass-bottom box, after raising it twenty-
six feet higher yesterday. It Is thought
that the F-4 will be brought to the surface
Thursday.

»
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THE BUFFER STATE.

GERMANS MAY FALL
1 BACK IN THE WEST
London Hears They Will Yield
First Line to Release Men

Against Italy.
LONDON. May 24..Although there Is

nothing confirmatory of the statement
in official reports from the front, tele¬
grams from Rotterdam and Paris pub¬
lished here today agree that the Ger¬

mans on the west front are preparing
to withdraw to their second line, and
thereby shorten their front and enable
them to release troops for use against
Italy.
The dispatches add that Bruges Is

said to have been evacuated.
Claim of French Victory.

PARIS, May 24, 11:50 a.m..'The cap¬
ture by French troops of the German
works at Blanche Vole (the white way),
the evening of May 21, marked the vic¬
torious conclusion of our offensive on

the 'Massif de Ijorette,' " is the open¬
ing sentence in the report of the French
s*mi-official eyewitness of conditions
at the front, as given out in Paris to¬
day.
"Lorettoberg Is a word which for the

last six months has often appeared in
the correspondence of the German sol¬
diers," the witness continues. "The Im¬

perial general staff attached very great
importance to the possession of these
heights. To conquer, defend and retake
them the German soldiers have received
a formal order which was so expressed
as to make it operative until the last
man was killed.
"In spite of the unusual difficulties of

the ground and the desperate resistance
of the enemy, we triumphed. The bat¬

tle of Lorette was a great battle, and

ended in complete victory. In this part
of the front fighting has been going on

uninterruptedly since October, 1914."

Upper Hand for French.

Continuing, the eyewitness recalls
the leading fncidents since last Octo¬
ber, referring among other things, to
the French withdrawal March 3, 1915,
after a heroic defense. Finally, on

March 15, the French began to get the
upper hand in their offensive move¬

ments.
"Thousands of dead testified to the

desperate nature of the contest," the
eyewitness goes on to say. "Facing
the French was a formidable organiza¬
tion; lines of trenches, reinforced by
sacks of earth and cement and fur¬
ther protected by a double and triple
Bystem of barbed wire entanglements
and other defenses, the whole protect¬
ed by quick-firing" guns. At various
points heavy artillery, carefully con¬
cealed, had been placed.
"To overcome these obstacles we

carefully prepared our attack, multi¬
plying our trenches and placing our
heavy artillery in the rear.
"The division charged with the at¬

tack on Lorette comprised three regi¬
ments of infantry and three battalions
of chasseurs."

To Strengthen Pan-American Ties.
BUENOS AIRES, May 24..Dr. Lauro

Muiler, foreign minister of Brazil; Ale¬
jandro Lira, foreign minister of Chile,
and Dr. Jose U Murature. the Argentine
foreign minister, arrived here yesterday
from Chile. They are touring the South
American countries with the purpose of
strengthening the political ties existing
between them.

King Constantine Is Improved.
King Constantine of Greece is im¬

proved, according to a dispatch received
today at the legation here. The king's
fever feu ftbated, the message says, __

RUSSIAN BATTLESHIP
IS REPORTED AS SUNK

Fourteen Hundred Hen Said to
¦.Have GoMs Down With

Vessel.

BERLIN, May 24, by wireless
to Sayville, N. Y..The Overseas
News Agency today gave out the
following:
"According to a Bucharest dis¬

patch, the Russian armored man-

of-war Winteleimon, has been
sunk, with 1,400 men, in the
Black sea."
The foregoing: evidently refers to the

Russian battleship Panteleimon. This
warship, whose destruction is said to
have caused the loss of 1,400 lives. Is
put down in naval reference books as

having a complement of about 740
men. In times of war, however, this
number might be increased consid¬
erably.
The Panteleimon was built In 1897.

She was 387 feet long. Her displace¬
ment was 12,582 tons. She carried four
12-inch guns, sixteen 6-inch, four 3-
lnch, six 3-pounders and five torpedo
tubes.

AMERICAN IS PRAISED
, FOR BATTLE GALLANTRY
LONDON, May 24..Kenneth Weeks, a

young American from Cambridge, Mass.,
has been commended in army orders for
distinguished conduct at the taking of
La Targette and Neuville St. Vaast.
The corps to which Mr. Weeks belongs,

the 4th Foreign Regiment, in which
there are a number of other American
volunteers serving, covered itself with
glory. It went into action four thousand
strong and came back with only 1,800.

SOLDIERS CHERISH WHISKERS.

"Clean Shave" Order Causes Storm of
Protest in French Army.

PARIS, May 24..The decision of the
military authorities that soldiers at
the front must be clean shaven as a

hygienic measure has brought forth a

storm of protest from a large number
of bearded men on the firing line.
Letters reaching Paris from the front

are Interspersed with humorous com¬

ment, Inferring that beards and mus¬

taches are a necessary part of a fight-1
Ing man's equipment.

INVENTION BY EDISON.

Recorder Which Combines the Tele¬
phone and Phonograph.

WEST ORANGE, N. J., May 24..
Thomas A. Edison announces the in¬
vention of a recorder for telephone
conversations, a combination of the tel¬
ephone and phonograph. The device Is
intended to give to both parties to a

telephone conversation, no matter at
what distance from each other they are

talking, a phonographic record of what
each has said.
It Is expected by the inventor that

the mechanism will be not only val¬
uable as a commercial instrument, but
that its records will be admissible in
court cases, where in the past it has
been difficult to obtain the admission
of telephone messages as evidence.

Mine Sinks Swedish Steamer.
LONDON, May 14..Reuters Stock¬

holm correspondent telegraphs that the
Swedish steamer Hernodla Sunday morn¬

ing, east of the Soderhamn pilot station,
struck an anchored mine and sank In six
minutes. Her crew of twenty-two man
was saved.

URGE ENGLAND PAY
FORMEAICARGOES

Representatives of American
Peking Houses Here to Con¬
fer With State Department.
Representatives of four of the great

American meat packing: concerns gath¬
ered here today for conferences with
State Department officials over the de¬
tention of meat cargoes in British
ports.
The packers are prepared to ask the

State Department to urge Great Britain
to hurry payment for cargoes valued at
several million dollars, detained while
on their way to neutrals adjacent to
Germany, and to ask more liberal treat¬
ment of such commerce.
All the representatives of the packers

here say there is no thought of stop¬
ping meat shipments to England as one
way of forcing compliance with their
request. The packers will be received
by State Department officials tomorrow.

No Ship Tet Released.
The question of aiding the meat ships

bound "subject to the shippers' orders"
has been under consideration by the
State Department for months.
Representations have been made to

Great Britain, but so far no meat ship
detained on the ground that supplies
destined to neutral ports subject to
shipper s disposition was suspected of
being intended to aid the enemy has
been released. \The United States insists that the
burden of proof is not on the shippers,
but on the British government to show
that they are intended for a belliger¬
ent.
At the same time the department has

unofficially suggested to the packers
that it would minimize difficulties by
inserting in the bill of lading a state¬
ment that the goods are "intended" for
a certain consignee at a certain place.

JAPANESE FINDING FAULT.

Opposition Politicians Denounce
"Failure" of Chinese Negotiations.
TOKIO, May 24, 10:30 a.m..At politi¬

cal meetings arranged by opposition
politicians in Toklo and Kobe today
the cabinet was denounced (or the fail¬
ure of its diplomatic negotiations with
China, and urged to push the negotia¬
tions on the outstanding questions, in¬
cluding those contained in group V of
the Japanese demands.
These include the employment of

Japanese as advisers in political, finan¬
cial and military affairs; that Japanese
shall have the right of ownership of
lands; that China shall purchase muni¬
tions from Japanese; that Japan shall
have the right to build railways and
work mines, and that Japanese may
propagate Buddhism in China.

OLD-TIME MINSTREL DEAD.

Joseph Lang Passes Away After Ill¬
ness of Three Years.

CHICAGO, May 24..Joseph Lang, one

of the last old-time minstrels, is dead
at his home here today, after an illness
lasting more than three years.
.Joe" Lang, as he was known to

theater-goers throughout the country,
had been identified with the manage¬
ment of theaters In Chicago since 1884
when he gave up the management of
the Adelpht Theater in Buffalo, N. T.

Kills Two Girls and Himself.
CATSKTLU N. Y.. May 24..Henry

Lang, thirty-six years old, unmarried and
a florist, yesterday shot and killed Ruth
Hammer aJid Ida Beach of Catskill, thir¬
teen and fourteen years old. respectively,
and later killed himself. The girls were
slain In a grove northeast of the city.
Lang killed himself in his room. 11m
caus* of Ut« alanine* 1* »

.

AUSTRIA STRIKES ITALY
FROM OCEAN AND SKY

IN OPENING NEW WAR
Warships andAeroplanesAttackAdriatic

Coast, but Driven Off, Rome Says.
Germany Declares War.

The first blows were struck today in the war between Italy and
Austria-Hungary. Austrian aeroplanes attacked the Italian arsenals
at Venia and also visited several other Italian cities, passing along
the eastern coast. According to Rome reports they were driven off.

An attack by Austrian warships on the eastern coast of Italy,
along the Adriatic, also is announced by the Italian war office, which
declares that the Austrian ships were driven off after a brief can¬

nonading.
With the exception of clashes between frontier patrols, no land

fighting has yet been reported.
Italy's declaration of war took effect today, but an unusually

rigid censorship, established by royal decree, restricts the transmis¬
sion of information concerning military movements.

A message coming from Germany by a roundabout way states
that the semi-official Wolff Agency has announced that Germany
has declared war on Italy.

Both Austria and Italy have large armies along the frontier, and
it is assumed the campaign will open up in this mountainous region.
Italy also is said to have assembled an army on the southeastern
coast of the country, across the Adriatic from Albania.

Germany Declares War.
LONDON, May 24, 10:42 a,m..A dis¬

patch from Paris to the Exchange Tele¬
graph Company says a telegram from
Basel states that the Wolff Agency an¬

nounces Germany has declared war

against Italy and recalled Prince Von
Buelow, her ambassador at Rome.

Austrian Aeroplane Attack.
ROME, May 24, via Parts..Official an¬

nouncement was made here today that
Austrian aeroplanes have attacked the
governmental arsenal at Venice. The
aeroplanes were driven off. Porto Cor-
sini, Ancona, Barletta and Gesi also
were attacked.
A clash occurred yesterday between

Italian and Austrian troops at Forcel-
lini di Montozzo, in the pass between
Pont di Legno and Pejo. A,n Austrian
patrol crossed the frontier, but was at¬
tacked by Italian Alpine chasseurs
and driven back over the border.

It is apparent from the foregoing
dispatch that Austrian aeroplanes have
swept virtually the entire eastern
coast of Italy. From Venice, at the
head of the Adriatic, they have made
their way as far south as Barletta, a

distance of 350 miles, committing acts
of hostility during their progress. Bar-
retta is 125 miles north of the Strait,
of Otranto, the southern entrance to the*
Adriatic.
Granted that the aeroplanes started

from Trieste or Pola,, they did not have
more than eighty or ninety miles to
travel to reach Venice. Driven away
here, they would appear to have turned
south. Porto Corsini is the seaport of
Ravenna and about sixty-eight miles
south of Venice. Ancona is another
seaport on the Adriatic, 185 miles
northeast of Rome, and about 140 miles
south of Venice in an air line.

Warships Attack Italian Coast.

PARIS, May 24. 2:30 p.m..An attack
by Austrian warships on the eastern
coast of Italy, along the Adriatic, is
announced in an official communication
from the Italian war office, transmitted
to Paris by the correspondent of the
Havas Agency. It is said the Austrian
warships were forced to withdraw after
a short cannonade.
"It was foreseen that on the declara¬

tion of war offensive actions would oc¬

cur against our Adriatic coast, with the
purpose of seeking moral effect rather
than attaining a military purpose. But
we were able to prepare for these and
render their duration short. j
"Small units from the navy, es¬

pecially destroyers and torpedo boats, '

fired their guns upon our Adriatic
coast on May 24, between 4 and 6
o'clock in the morning. At the same
time aeroplanes attempted to attack
the arsenal at Venice.

Drive Off Aeroplanes.
"The enemy's ships, after a very short

cannonade, were forced by our torpedo
boats to withdraw. The enemy's aero¬

planes were fired upon by our anti¬
aircraft artillery and attacked by our

aeroplanes and by a dirigible flying
over the Adriatic.
"The aeroplanes attacked Porto Cor¬

sini, which replied immediately and
obliged the enemy to quickly retire. At
Ancona, where the attack was directed
especially against the railway line, in
the intention of interrupting communi-
cation, slight damage was inflicted,
which can be repaired easilj*.
"At Barletta an attack was made by

a scout steamer and destroyers, which
were put to flight by one of our ships,
which was escorted by torpedo boats.
Finally at Gesi the enemy's aeroplanes
attempted to throw bombs upon the
hangar, but without reaching the mark.
"All other news of operations last

night has no foundation."

Deputies Volunteer for War.
ROME, May 24, via Paris, noon..En¬

thusiastic demonstrations in favor of
the war continue throughout Italy. In
Florence, Venice, Genoa, Milan and
other large centers crowds throng the
streets cheering for king and the army.
Most of the members of the chamber

of deputies have volunteered for service
in the army or navy.
The son of Lieut. Gen. Cadorna, chief

of staff, is a lieutenant in the same

cavalry regiment which his grand¬
father commanded in the war of 1866
against Austria. Gen. Codorna's daugh¬
ter, a nun In a convent at Florence, has
applied for admission to the Red Cross.
Owing to the large number of men now
under arms, there is a shortage of
workmen. Most employers have prom¬
ised the workmen that their places will
be restored on their return from mili¬
tary service, and that in the meantime
provision will be made for their fami¬
lies.
In some cases women are doing work

formerly performed by men. In sev-
eral cities women are employed on
street cars.
The news of the aerial attacks on

Italian seaports and the aggression of
Austrian warships on the eastern coast
of Italy was received In Rome with a
sense of relief, for the reason that it
showed hostilities had been opened by
Austria-Hungary
It is evident that the Italian people

are standing firm, and there are many
indications oi UMir discipline and hlffa

1

spirits. Even those who for reason® of
principle are opposed to war hareasked to be permitted to serve their
country in the ranks of the Red Cross.Cotemporaneously with the issu&ne#
of the general mobilization order, the
Italian government Saturday evening
officially announced that it had declared
war against Austria-Hungary. Notice
thereof was handed the Austrian govern¬
ment yesterday.
Baron von Macchio, the Austro-Hun-

garian ambassador to Italy, was hand¬
ed his passports at 3:10 o'clock yester¬day afternoon.

...The Italian ambassodor at Vienna,the Duke of Avarna, has been recall#®.

Italy's First War More.
Italy's first move on land undoubtedly

will be against the Austrian frontier.
Large numbers of her troops are mob¬
ilized in this territory, and the forces
of Austria-Hungary are lined up on
the other side of the boundary. The
very mountain character of the ter¬
rain where the opposing armies face
each other, the southern part of the
Austrian Alps. pronilMg opri-ation. and
fighting of the most dlfflrult Ti.ture.
For several weeks past bot the Au«-
tro-Hungarian and the Ital an
have been engaged In *ort,tj'n' "t*otherwise adopting protective meas¬ures, each on Its own side of the dt-

V'So far as known, the Italian fleet is
mostly In the Adriatic under the com¬
mand of the Duke of the Abruaxi. who Is
known to many Americans through lit*
visits to the United State, some ten
years ago. It Is generally believed
that the fleet will proc^<ll>r°'nptyagainst the naval strength of Austria
in these waters.

.On the Adriatic are the *"s*r'a"
ports of Trieste and Tola, and » iume is
in Hungarv. The Dalmatian roast Is
also Austria's. The Dardanelles »r«
less than *00 miles from southern Italy
and her participation in the operations
against these Turklsli positions should
be expected.

Eager to Enlist.
The long-expected actual declaration

Of war against Austria-Hungary found
all Italy eager for the conflict. Thou¬
sands of volunteers proffered their
services to the national cause. Mu-
rtents not yet called to the colors, but
anxious to enlist, besieged the military
authorities. Announcement already has
been made that volunteers eighteen
vears of age or older who are phy.l-iallv fit will be accepted by the gov¬ernment for the duration of the
Members of yacht clubs and boat

clubs in all parts of the kingdom, al¬
most to a man, offered tbe government
their services and the use of their
craft Persons In all walks of Ijf*pledged their services to the Re^ Cj*0"and gifts of all kinds were received by

^Expressio'ns'of regret are helnghe.rd
on every aide that the nation Is unabl.
at present to assist persons of Italian
blood or sympathies who are be-
In* arrested wholesale by the Aim
trlan authorities In Trent. Trlest.
and Dalmatla. Intense Indignation ha.
been caused by reports that thousard.
of Italians have been detained
tions along the Austrian and German
frontiers, where they have been sub¬
jected to 111 treatment.

Italian® Ill-Treated.
A trainload of Italians arriving at

Cormons. near Qorltx. are *°
have been driven ln*° » fle'£ we?,trian gendarmes, where they wer.
fnrred to remain all night in a neavy
rain without shelter or food. Several
children are said to have died because
of thfs experience. The women and
children were permitted to cro*s

,

°
Italian territory the next day. but all
the men were detained.
The Italian population of the Tren-

tino, according to dispatches from Ve¬rona is fleeing into the country from
towns and villages. They are compi¬led to walk along tlie railway tracks be¬
cause all highways have been barri¬
caded with planks, tree trunk, and

PGendirmeseSare reported to »e using
force to compel compliance w th the
proclamations calling to the color, all
cla.se. of reservists between the ages
of seventeen and fifty. Troops visit
houses chiefly at night, it Is said and
carry off by force all the men within

thTheFAustrian authorities are reported
?,. !!!. making an effort to direct public
wrath against Italy by posting manl-? affirming that the levy has been
made nece«ar/only by the treachery
0Thealorder from the Itallan govern-mint calling for a general mobilisation
was hailed with Intense enthusiasm in
VWce It was greeted with a great
Donular demonstration, crowd, march-

through the streets for many hour*.

secretary" ofKu&t®.
Italian cimens re.tdlng near th.

fortification. of Pola hav. been taken

r&jsFtfp&SZTor ti* mo*t P«rt women. ^ul Children.


